HROUGH THE
OOKING GLASS

Pavitra Mohan, profiles Anjali Venkat _
who creates exquisite works of art using glass as a medium.

If you thought Stained Glass belonged in the large this wonderful material. As | step into her studio, | feel
windows of archaic churches and cathedrals, think again. like a kid in a candy store. Colourful little pieces sit in
t has transcended the Gothic and sneaked into the various corners - fused, molded, draped and soldered
ainstream life of the artistically inclined Chennaite. | sit into many-hued objects and knick knacks.

wn to chat with the lady who might single handedly be
sponsible for Chennai's 'glass awareness.' Different
adjectives come to mind when | think of Anjali Venkat -
glass artist extraordinaire, but the most significant
word is dedication. She explains to me the reasons that
drew her to this medium. "Glass is shiny, gossamer,
malleable and at the same time possesses great strength,
making it one of the most exciting and gratifying
mediums to create art with.” Yet it can break in an
instant, making it fragile, therefore precious. Perhaps it is
this complexity and its sheer beauty that draws one to

After much ogling, | sit down to quiz her on the nitty- =
gritty's of working with glass. “I was born in Delhi to
South Indian parents who were inclined towards the arts.

The creatively charged atmosphere was probably where

the urge to constantly create beauty started,” says Anjali.
However it was not a case of her parents letting her lead '
the bohemian life of an artist. Anjali took the
conventional route by enrolling for her Economics
degree. Since then she hasn't taken too well to formal
education and feels more comfortable with the format of
short workshops.
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In 1991 her love affair with Chennai started when she
moved here with her husband and they have lived here
ever since. Anjali attributes her evolution as an artist to
the early years of her married life when she had to deal
with the vagaries of relocating and had to find ways to
occupy herself. She started with Tanjore Painting lessons
and went on to crafting and selling gift cards and bags.
“Now | run my own business out of my studio located
here,” says this creative entrepreneur.
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