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WANT TO GLAM UP YOUR PERSONA
AND YOUR HOME? THESE
DESIGNERS CAN SHOW YOU HOW

n 1999, when Shemain Thakur
moved into Chennai, the city was
still ‘conservative’. Fashion was
finding its feet and for Thakur,
who had travelled the world,
Madras was a bit of adampener. This
lady from Patiala was used to a land
where people spent hours custom-
making jewellery and accessories.
“I desperately wanted to buy
shoes for every conceivable
occasion—for shopping, for a lazy
day on the beach, for a dance party,
and so on,” recalls Thakur but
she realised after a shoppingjauntin
the city that she was in the wrong
place. And most certainly, at the
wrong time! But Thakur wasn't go-
ing to rest in peace until her
wardrobe was fully accessorised.
She began putting her shoe de-
signs on paper and shopped for
beads and stones to dress up the
leather. Three months later, on a trip
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to Bangalore, she ¥
chanced uponanob-
scure leather unit
where a handful of
cobblers toiled over
intricate designs in
leather. “I showed
them my samples
and got them to
make it for me,” she
says. That footwear
fetish steadily blos-
somed into a career. |
Today,  Thakur’s *
imagination finds aesthetic
expression in leading shoe
brands across the U.K.—Lloyd’s,
M&S and Next, to name a few.
Walk through any part of town
and Chennai’s growing affair with
accessories is hard to miss. From
fabric to furniture, jewellery to joo-
tis, the city is patronising designers
who work with varied mediums to

make style
statements and
add value, be it
in their home or
person. Take
Thakur’'s case
for starters. At
a time when
people  were
being wowed
by Western
products, this
self-taught de-
signer aspired
to make “technically correct,
good-looking shoes for the In-
dian market.” Thakur launched
her first collection, Floral, in "92 at
Ebony and the Bombay Store. Her
big break came in 2003 at a local
leather fair where London-based ac-
cessory designer Mike Artherton
spotted her creative streak and re-
cruited her to create at and oversee







